has published a revised version of his master's thesis on the mid-Victorian Irish convict system. Based on his archival research, CarrollBurke argues that the Irish system was, paradoxically, both harsher and more humane than the British system.
The material is fascinating, however, and demonstrates a progressive attitude on the part of authorities. Irish convicts heard lectures on industrial development, technology, economics, history, geography, astronomy, biology, and geology. Whether these lectures prepared them for successful lives on the outside is unclear-but this and other evidence in Colonial Discipline certainly provides a corrective to the assumption that Irish criminals were considered too savage to be salvageable. CAROLYN A. CONLEY Reviews: Léirmheasanna
